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3 Veterans Day tales

BRAVE HEARTS

COWGIRL CHICKS

All-American Givls

KERRY KELLEY
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Il-fn':i'l'l"' FRfe Madden Novrn, Sivew Nermin, Holl Brewm, Leah Strpvme Grthrraur Sorrasien, Firoe Pk, Shinnad Serel], RKarvrine Sronn, Canlin Walwe, Sadr Caner
Frour A {.'.qm-r Dhade, 1V Srpder, Traoh Carder Crican Caroloy

Founded in 1999 by Trsh Lynn
Carver and longrime friend Katherine
Brown, the team is composed of 18
talented horsewomen between 16
and 40 who perform in groups of
12 or more, Carver and Brown, the
coach and assistant coach, borh ride
with the team and call themselves
the ald ladies of the group.
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Cowgirl Chicks for their red, whice
and blue spangled uniforms — by
el fopi ol spangle — members carry
the Amenican and Texas flags in all
P-Er{l'.lrﬂul.l.m. =] “'dl F L H:tﬂ- |'||.1|I|.H-
.tllrl i". brﬁ“\:hfl Dr :hE .|'|I.|I1€I'i|.'ll'|

military {Brown’s husband is in the

Unived Staves Aar Forcel.

Mot only do the Chicks ride with the
colors of the Hag proadly displayed,
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that adoms their saddles, blankets and

untforms. Carter proudly sy cha
they nide “for the red, white, Blue and
pink.” The wam rides o honor our
OBy and our malicary bur donanes
atl lu'nﬁm ezrned o vamous charienes,
Those canses include Sumn G, Komen
for the Cure (hence, che |'ru1!-c ribbans),
Make-a-"Wish  Foundamon, Cook
Childrens Medical Cenrer and even
individuals in the wwns where they
perform who need medical care or
medicarson for cancer trearment, 1 he
Chicles have even been known oo f2ll 2
panery full of food for a chemotherapy
patient in need. The team members
voluntesr wheir tme and valents for
these wonhy causes while traveling
arosipnd che scare wich their horse — and
in somee cases cheir familiss = i owe

performing for adoring fans,

The Cowgirl Chicks’ performance
haz several components,  Many
times. ream members serve as the

“Hag poles” in a rodeo grand entry,
standing seniry as the performen
and officials smake chrough them
while being introduced. Ohen, they
contme holding the flags while the
craved says the Pledge of Allegiance
and sings the national anthem. The
Cowged Chicks warm up the crowd
with 2 conceri-level performance,
along with Family-friendly dance
choreography performed  withous

I |1e:|r :ru:'::r THLILTS,

Then the thrills begin. The garls and
their horses take tums gk niding
at Full speed around the arena, The
last acx is the part of the program the
Chiclks are famous for, Their eques-
erian drills, performed ar a full gallep
on horseback, are precise and show-
stopping. The exact drills depend
on the venue or the redes prodscer,
bt ne maccer where or what, its an
unforgeerable sight,



"When you're carrying 3 fag, you
don’t have as much convral over your He azszi=sts the girls and
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fireworks the girds use can also spook
boas of homes,” Seoker says, stunts. teaching how to
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Horses, known for cheir individual nold on, wiere ic place
CEMPErIMEnts, are carefully solecrad fest how to ] ance and
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lazy," Scoker samd. “Whar makes i have extra handles and

(orick midingd sell & vhar it looks
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Do you recognize this
Parker County Smile?
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Uinder the week pesformd by Hally Brown

courage. Your home has o have a
good brain and like to mun. You peed
4 simabler-irmed horse oo vou can kick

off and do the micks.”
Carter &5 honored o have Stoker as a
coach. “We could never be where we

are withowt his help,” she sy,

“Each gid doss a differeny wrick,”

Fvidey sty Mfwn;nf By Hasrie Cavrer
Brown explains. “It depends on che
rider and che horse which erncks chey
can mrr’mm- You have o be 5TIC
with your horse. We put on 3 good
show, mot just repeating the same

trick over and over.”

Browns daugheer Helli mmck nides
JﬂIiIIE the dhow and p-erFmrﬂ-'. a
sunt that scares even her mother
“Irs called the full fender, and it
rerrifies me — its the ane 1 hate the
most,  Brown says. “She s liemlly
leaning aut on the side of the horse
close o the _|.:,:uur|rJ. She aluy s
under the horses neck apd hangs

psice down.”

Practice, obviowhy, & serious busi-
ness.  The l.:u'.-.'r_lrl Chicks shew
respect bor their coaches, addressing
them as ma'am and sir, Both coaches
emphasize that the ammsphere &
very supportive and encouriging
“These garls work very hard,” Carter
savi. "They also have o love cach
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The main business of a gecent 1eam
meeting revobved arownd fundrais-
Ing activities o support the teami
upcoming wip to California, It's no
small or inexpensive fear 1o make a
doren or so riders. vrailers, horses,
uniforms, saddles, blankews, bridles,

feed and ocher :C_:;i:."."l'.r::l ixfl & Ciods-

COunIry mp. Wrapping up the mect-
ing. the team rovicwed a pink ribbon
saddle pad ther plan o0 use i the
upcoming parade s a symbel of
their commirment to
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finding a cure

Whether i3 at the bimhplace of
indoor fodeo m the Fomm Worth
Seockoyands Cobsenm o in Pasadens
this cosming Mew Years Day, che All
Amctfican C-.ﬂ:.:. Chicks deliver
an unborgeetable show with pleney
of spadkle o= and derermina-
(N = B S SRl ST nakom
o tame mooey for worthy causes
Carter fondly says abowr her ream,
“Thee :_-..':n are verv dedicared and
devoted to whar thev do, They have

by of hearr, F

NOTE: For more informartion on the

{omarpird Bmcka. wisiT cheir websine ar
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